








November 13, 2019 

Catherine Thomasson, MD 
6201 NE Oregon St. 
Portland, OR 97213 

Dear Mayor and Commissioners : 

3 745 8 , 

I am the former Executive Director of Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) and previously traveled to 
Iran as a citizen ambassador as President of PSR in 2009. I am also speaking on behalf of the Multnomah 
County Democrats in their support of this resolution . 

I embarked on a trip to Iran in 2009 as president of PSR because I was petrified our country was heading 
toward a useless and deadly war with Iran. It was so important to convey via citizen to citizen diplomacy 
that we can increase awareness of the characteristics of our societies and to share ideas to better 
understand common values. My citizen contingent reached out to the victims of war in lran--specifically 
t he chronically ill victims of chemical warfare . Our visits were written up in the Tehran news. 

Back in the U.S. we were able to speak out for the principles of sovereignty of Iran but also to draw 
parallels for those lost and harmed in the unnecessary wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere. I was 
able to speak around the country humanizing the people of Iran to counter the arcane ideas that I heard 
in our own U.S. Congress-that Iranians are incapable of negotiating, even though their efforts in ending 
one stage of hostil it ies in Afghanistan couldn't have happened without them. By sharing the stories of 
Iranian victims of war we bring our two countries closer and develop the drive to work toward peace 
and diplomacy. Because war is the ultimate fa ilure of society to negotiate and is devastating to the 
enti re fabric of society. 

In my capacity as Director of PSR, and with our 50+ years of working to reduce the threat of nuclear 
weapons, our staff worked very hard to convince U.S. moderates that the Iran Nuclear Deal was indeed 
a wise move to stop Iran from developing nuclear weapons to insure its ratification . Indeed the treaty 
was successful while in force to stop enrichment of uranium to weapons grade. It was a travesty for our 
current administration to walk away from this deal. It was never designed to achieve other diplomatic 
goals that threaten peace in the Middle East region. 

I am also representing the Multnomah County Democrats to support th is resolution . It is essential that 
city, county and state officials go on record opposing the severe sanctions imposed on the Iran ian 
people which they do not deserve having kept their obligations under the treaty. The sanctions actually 
undermine negotiation as it strengthens the hard-liners in Iran to point to the demon U.S. government 
and perpetuate animosity. 

I am fully in support of developing a sister-city relationsh ip w ith the people of Sh iraz . Increasing 
awareness of the shared human experience is essential in opening citizen diplomacy channels. I will 
always cherish my experience playing table tennis as a woman in one of the vice-presidents offices. And 
getting to know some of the 63% of physicians who are women. 
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Thank you for bringing forth this resolution . I urge your support. 
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McClymont, Keelan 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Kelly Campbell < kelly@oregonpsr.org > 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019 5:14 PM 
Council Clerk - Testimony 
20 Organizations Urging Support for No War on Iran resolution 
Organizations supporting PDX City Council Res on lran.pdf 

Please find submitted testimony attached. 

Kelly Campbell 
Executive Director 
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 
1020 SW Taylor St, Suite 275, Portland, OR 97205 
Pronouns: she / her/ hers 

503.274.2720 ext 21 office 
503.720.1815 cell (call or text) 
email : kelly@oregonpsr.org 
www.oregonpsr.org 
Find us on Facebook 
Twitter: @oregonpsr 
I nstagram: @oregon _psr 
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Tuesday, November 12th , 2019 

To: Mayor Wheeler and Portland Commissioners 
Via email to cctestimony@portlandoregon.gov 

From: Kelly Campbell, Executive Director, Oregon PSR 

Re: Support for Portland City Council Resolution to "Urge our Federal 
Government to engage in diplomacy with Iran" 

3 74 58 

I am writing to share with you the list of organizations and individuals supporting 
the resolution before Portland City Council tomorrow for diplomacy, not war, with 
Iran. 

The attached page lists the 20 community organizations that are endorsing this 
resolution and urging you to adopt it. 

Thank you for considering this support as you make your decision. 

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility 
The U.S. affiliate of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, Recipient of the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize 

1020 SW Taylor Street, Suite 275, Portland, OR 97205 
Tel: 503-274-2720 info@oregonpsr.org www.oregonpsr.org 
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Organizations supporting the Portland City Council Resolution to "Urge our 

Federal Government to engage in diplomacy with Iran" 

PHYSICIANS 
FOR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY Americ.,,lronion F riendsbip Council 
www.aifcpdx.org 

CODE PINK 
WOMEN FOR PEACE 

OREGON 

American Friends 
Service Committee 

•350 
POX ·~ Augustana 

(.]:) Lutheran Church 
MULTNOMAH 
DEMOCRATS 
EMPOWERINC PEOPLE 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS AGAINST 
STOP THE WAR AGAINST THE PLANET AND ALL ITS PEOPLES 

ORGANIZING PEOPLE I ACTIVATING LEA DERS 

Peace and Justice works 

WAND *National Association of Atomic Veterans 
Women's Act1on for New Directions; 

13uctdhist Peace Fellowship 
BUDDHISM + SoCI AL JUSTICE 

*Portland Chapter 

~SFO~ ..... 
Chapter 72 
www.vfpchapter72.org 

First 
Unitarian 
Portland 

*Peace Action Committee 

SIERRA 
CLUB 

>REGON CHAPTER 
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